Bogazici University
Writing and Academic Support Center (WASC)

Writing Topics

Pros & Cons - Paragraph & Essay Practice

TOPIC 1

Pros and Cons of Having a Part-Time Job as a University Student

m PROMPT IDEAS

Pros: financial independence - gaining professional experience - developing transferable skills
Cons: academic workload pressure - fatigue and burnout - difficulty maintaining work—study balance

m USEFUL WORDS & PHRASES

part-time employment  financial independence  supplementary income

professional experience  transferable skills ~ workplace environment  demanding schedule
time constraints  work—study balance professional networking career preparation
workplace responsibility ~ employment conditions productivity professional development

m VERB-NOUN COLLOCATIONS

earn supplementary income gain professional experience develop transferable skills
manage academic workload balance work and studies meet strict deadlines
perform assigned duties handle workplace responsibilities build professional experience

cope with work pressure maintain productivity

Writing and Academic Support Center (WASC) Page 1



TOPIC 2

Pros and Cons of Eating at the University Canteen

= PROMPT IDEAS
Pros: affordable meal options - convenient campus location - socializing with classmates
Cons: limited food variety - overcrowded lunch hours - inconsistent food quality

m USEFUL WORDS & PHRASES

campus cafeteria  subsidized meals  affordable dining  daily meal selection

food quality standards nutritional value balanced diet  dining facilities peak lunch hours
overcrowded seating hygiene standards portion size institutional catering student budget
dietary preferences

® VERB-NOUN COLLOCATIONS

consume affordable meals select menu options evaluate food quality
maintain a balanced diet queue for food service share dining tables
accommodate large crowds regulate hygiene standards provide catering services

manage meal distribution

TOPIC 3

Advantages of Joining a University Club

m PROMPT IDEAS

Advantages: expanding social networks - developing leadership abilities - participating in campus initiatives - gaining
organizational experience

m USEFUL WORDS & PHRASES

student organization =~ campus involvement  leadership development  collaborative environment
extracurricular engagement  organizational skills project coordination event management
volunteer initiatives  student participation professional networking teamwork culture
community engagement

m VERB-NOUN COLLOCATIONS

join a student organization expand social networks  organize campus events
coordinate group activities develop leadership abilities build professional connections

facilitate teamwork  contribute to initiatives manage club projects enhance interpersonal skills
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TOPIC 4

Advantages and Disadvantages of Watching TikTok Short Videos

= PROMPT IDEAS
Pros: accessible entertainment - exposure to creative content - discovering global trends
Cons: reduced attention span - excessive screen time - distraction from academic tasks

m USEFUL WORDS & PHRASES

short-form video platforms digital entertainment  algorithm-driven content  viral trends
online engagement  content creators  social media consumption digital distraction
reduced attention span information overload addictive digital behaviour media literacy
social media influence

® VERB-NOUN COLLOCATIONS

consume digital content  scroll through feeds  follow content creators engage with media
share online videos generate viral content reduce attention span  waste valuable time

monitor screen time regulate digital consumption discover global trends

TOPIC 5

Pros and Cons of Living in the Dorm

m PROMPT IDEAS
Pros: convenient campus accommodation - strong sense of community - easy access to university facilities
Cons: limited personal privacy - noisy shared environment - conflicts with roommates

m USEFUL WORDS & PHRASES

student residence hall on-campus accommodation communal living residential facilities
shared living space dormitory regulations campus proximity  social interaction
interpersonal conflict  privacy limitations residential community ~ shared amenities
housing expenses

® VERB-NOUN COLLOCATIONS

reside in student housing share living space comply with dormitory regulations
interact with residents establish friendships access campus facilities
manage shared resources resolve roommate conflicts maintain personal privacy

adapt to communal living
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TOPIC 6

Advantages and Disadvantages of Shopping Online

= PROMPT IDEAS
Pros: convenience of remote purchasing - wider product availability - easy price comparison
Cons: cybersecurity risks - delivery complications - uncertainty about product authenticity

m USEFUL WORDS & PHRASES

e-commerce platforms online retalil digital transactions product availability
price comparison tools  customer feedback  delivery logistics payment security
consumer protection return policies  fraudulent transactions  online marketplace
shipping delays

m VERB-NOUN COLLOCATIONS
browse online marketplaces place digital orders  compare product prices
read customer feedback process online payments track delivery status

request product refunds  verify product authenticity ~ prevent fraudulent activity

resolve delivery issues

TOPIC 7

Advantages and Disadvantages of Owning a Pet

= PROMPT IDEAS
Pros: emotional companionship - stress reduction - increased daily activity
Cons: financial responsibility - demanding care routine - potential health concerns

® USEFUL WORDS & PHRASES

pet ownership animal companionship veterinary care emotional wellbeing
daily care routine  financial commitment  animal welfare behavioural training pet hygiene
long-term responsibility ~ caregiving obligations

® VERB-NOUN COLLOCATIONS

adopt a companion animal provide daily care schedule veterinary visits maintain pet hygiene
train domestic animals strengthen emotional wellbeing assume caregiving responsibilities

allocate financial resources manage behavioural issues ensure animal welfare
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TOPIC 8

Advantages of Playing Board Games in Tea Houses for Elderly People

m PROMPT IDEAS

Advantages: maintaining social interaction - stimulating cognitive activity - establishing daily routines - strengthening community
ties

m USEFUL WORDS & PHRASES

traditional tea house community gathering place elderly residents leisure activities
board games backgammon culture chess matches  social interaction cognitive stimulation
mental agility  daily social routine cultural tradition shared recreation social wellbeing

® VERB-NOUN COLLOCATIONS

play strategic board games engage in social interaction stimulate cognitive activity
maintain mental agility ~ establish social routines strengthen community ties share leisure time

participate in friendly competition exchange stories and experiences prevent social isolation

TOPIC 9

Pros and Cons of Robot Taxis

= PROMPT IDEAS
Pros: advanced transportation technology - reduced human driving errors - improved travel efficiency
Cons: technological reliability concerns - potential job displacement - cybersecurity vulnerabilities

® USEFUL WORDS & PHRASES

autonomous vehicles driverless transport artificial intelligence systems sensor technology
navigation algorithms  smart mobility  transportation innovation passenger safety
system reliability ~ data privacy  technological disruption urban mobility systems
m VERB-NOUN COLLOCATIONS
deploy autonomous vehicles navigate traffic conditions detect road obstacles
enhance passenger safety optimize travel routes reduce traffic accidents

monitor system performance replace human drivers address safety concerns

regulate autonomous transport
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TOPIC 10

Pros and Cons of Using Al for Completing University Assignments

= PROMPT IDEAS
Pros: increased efficiency in completing tasks - access to instant explanations - assistance with writing and research
Cons: academic dishonesty risks - reduced independent thinking - overreliance on technology

m USEFUL WORDS & PHRASES

artificial intelligence tools Al writing assistants  automated text generation

academic assignments research assistance idea generation language improvement
academic integrity  plagiarism concerns  technological dependence digital learning tools
critical thinking skills academic standards responsible technology use

® VERB-NOUN COLLOCATIONS

use Al tools  generate written content  assist with assignments produce academic text
provide research support complete coursework efficiently  violate academic integrity
detect plagiarism rely on Al systems  weaken critical thinking misuse digital tools

verify generated information maintain academic honesty
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