Bogazici University
Writing and Academic Support Center (WASC)

Writing Topics

Pros & Cons - Paragraph & Essay Practice

TOPIC 1

Pros and Cons of Having a Part-Time Job as a University Student

m USEFUL WORDS

money  experience  time  stress night shits CV  grades  shift  schedule
hourly pay =~ minimum wage  skills  reference  customer service  cashier  barista
tutor  commute uniform break  balance  tired overtime  contract  days off

manager  workplace  team income deadline

m USEFUL COLLOCATIONS

earn money  gain experience learn new skills help customers  serve customers
meet people  improve skills  manage time  follow a schedule  balance work and study

work part-time  save money  apply forajob  write a CV miss a deadline

TOPIC 2

Pros and Cons of Eating at the University Canteen (Yemekhane)

m USEFUL WORDS

canteen  university canteen = yemekhane  meal food lunch  dinner  menu price
cheap food healthy food  fast service line queue table tray plate  soup
rice pasta  salad dessert  drink  portion  taste quality  hygiene  student

friends  break  campus  cafeteria  nutrition  variety  rush hour

m USEFUL COLLOCATIONS

eat lunch eat dinner buy food choose a meal order food waitin line  sit at a table
share a table eat with friends pay forameal  try new food save money  get a tray

skip a meal check the menu cook at home
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TOPIC 3

Advantages of Joining a University Club

® USEFUL WORDS

club  student club university club member meeting activity  event  project
team  community  friendship  network  hobby interest experience leadership
responsibility  skill ~communication  cooperation  volunteer work  campus life

free time opportunity idea  certificate confidence role position

m USEFUL COLLOCATIONS

join a club become a member  attend meetings organize events plan activities
meet new people  make friends  shareideas  develop skills  improve communication skills
work in a team take responsibility  gain experience participate in activities

apply for a position build a network

TOPIC 4

Advantages and Disadvantages of Watching TikTok Short Videos

m USEFUL WORDS

social media  screen content  entertainment  trends music  dance comedy
creator influencer  follower likes comments  views algorithm recommendation
attention concentration habit  addiction free time homework  creativity ideas

notification privacy misinformation

m USEFUL COLLOCATIONS

watch videos  scroll the phone  spend time online  waste time lose concentration
follow creators post avideo  share avideo like a video comment on a video
gain followers  discover new ideas learn new things  develop a habit  control screen time

go viral take a break from social media
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TOPIC 5

Pros and Cons of Living in the Dorm

® USEFUL WORDS

dorm dormitory  student dorm room shared room roommate neighbor  campus
building  floor  kitchen  bathroom  laundry room bed desk chair closet rent
dormfee  rules  security noise privacy friendship  community  student life

study space distance  cafeteria  internet  facility

m USEFUL COLLOCATIONS
live in a dorm share a room follow dorm rules pay dorm fees meet new people
make friends study together cook in the kitchen do laundry  talk with roommates

live near campus  walk to class have privacy  deal with noise move into a dorm

visit a friend

TOPIC 6

Advantages and Disadvantages of Shopping Online

m USEFUL WORDS

online shopping  website product  discount  delivery  shipping package  order
customer review  payment  credit card return refund quality  brand

convenience  comparison  seller  advertisement  security  fraud  stock

m USEFUL COLLOCATIONS

shop online  buy products  place an order  pay online  compare prices  read reviews
receive a package return a product  get a refund save time check the website

choose a brand enter payment details  track an order  deal with fraud
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TOPIC 7

Advantages and Disadvantages of Owning a Pet

® USEFUL WORDS

pet  owner responsibility  care  vet health training  fur mess  friendship
happiness  comfort ~ companionship  allergy  expense  routine  shelter  breed

adoption  behaviour

m USEFUL COLLOCATIONS

feed apet  walk the dog play with a pet  take care of apet cleanthe cage  visit the vet
train a dog adoptapet  give food and water  feel less lonely reduce stress

take responsibility ~ spend money on a pet  deal with fur and mess

TOPIC 8

Advantages and Disadvantages of Living in a Big City

m USEFUL WORDS

big city  population traffic ~ crowd noise pollution  transportation metro
opportunity company  salary apartment rent entertainment lifestyle commute

facilities  diversity  safety  cost of living career neighbourhood

m USEFUL COLLOCATIONS

liveinacity workinacity finda job pay rent  take the bus take the metro
drive to work  visit restaurants meet people enjoy city life deal with traffic

deal with pollution explore the city  afford the rent have more opportunities
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TOPIC 9

Pros and Cons of Robot Taxis

® USEFUL WORDS

robot taxi self-driving car  driverless taxi technology artificial intelligence  sensor
camera GPS  passenger destination  safety  accident transportation  service
convenience  innovation  vehicle  system  obstacle trafficrules fare  reliability
employment  privacy

m USEFUL COLLOCATIONS

take a ride book a robot taxi order a ride reach a destination reduce accidents
improve safety  control the vehicle  detect obstacles  follow traffic rules

travel around the city ~ save time lower costs lose ajob  trust the technology

replace human drivers

TOPIC 10

Pros and Cons of Using the Subway

m USEFUL WORDS

subway  metro underground station platform line route passenger  crowd
rush hour  ticket  card turnstile escalator  elevator  transfer  tunnel commute

speed delay disruption  frequency  accessibility  overcrowding

m USEFUL COLLOCATIONS

take the subway  wait for the train ride the train enter the station exit the station
buy a ticket  use a card change lines  transfer trains arrive on time miss the train

avoid traffic ~ save time deal with crowds  travel during rush hour
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